
1916: Seán MácDiarmada



Early Life

Seán Mác Diarmada was an irish republican 
political activist and revolutionary leader. He 
was born on the 27th of January 1883 in 
Carranmore, Co. Leitrim. The area had a long 
history of  british oppression and many 
reminders of An Gorta Mór. He was also heavily 
influenced by his father Donald McDermott, who 
was a member of the IRB. He was educated by 
the Christian Brothers and was a strong 
supporter of the irish language and irish culture.  

Seán Mác Diarmada’s house in Co. 
Leitrim where he grow up.



Before the Rising
Seán moved to Dublin in the year 1908, and by 1910 he became the manager of the radical 
newspaper called Irish Freedom. By then  he had become a member of many organisations 
such as the Gealic League, the Ancient order of Hibernia, Sinn Féin, The Irish Republican 
Brotherhood, and then the Irish Volunteers, he was also promoted to the military committee 
for the IRB. During this time Seán was stricken with polio and was forced to walk with a cane. 



The 1916 Easter Rising
In 1915 Seán was arrested for giving a speech against 
conscription into the British military during the Great 
War. By 1916 he had been promoted to the military 
committee of the IRB. Both Seán Mác Diarmada and 
Tomas Clark were the two main people responsible 
for the organising of the Easter Rising. He was also 
one of the seven signatories of the proclamation of 
the Irish Republic. Seán believed in armed rebellion 
and was not afraid to die for Ireland. He said “the Irish 
patriotic spirit will die forever unless a blood sacrifice 
is made in the next few years”.



The 1916 Easter Rising
Due to Seán having to walk on a cane he 
could not take part in the fighting during 
Easter week. Instead, Seán was stationed 
at rebel headquarters in the GPO as part 
of the provisional government. By the end 
of Easter week the rebels were defeated. 
After the surrender Seán almost escaped 
but he was recognised by a police man. 
He was then court martialed and executed 
by firing squad on the 12th of May 1916 at 
the age of thirty three. 

The GPO after the destruction of the Rising



After the Rising
Daniel Hoey, the police officer who 
recognised Seán after the surrender, 
and Lee Wilson the British officer who 
ordered Seán to be shot and not 
imprisoned, were both killed on 
Michael Collins orders during the War 
of Independence.

Just before his execution Seán wrote 
“I feel a happiness the likes of which i 
have never experienced. I die that 
the Irish nation might live”. 

A memorial statue for Seán Mác Diarmada in his home 
town in Co. Leitrim. 


